28 JUNE 1975 741 in this rejection of sex, but it is unwise to overstate this. Indeed practical experience leads one to the belief that individuals with built-in problems seek religious sanction for their prejudices rather than that a religious attitude discourages a healthy sexual outlook. Traumatic early experiences can certainly lead to difficulties, particularly in those predisposed by a low sexual drive. A clear example of this was the young man whose first sexual experience was with a prostitute, an experience, it was arranged, to be shared with three friends for reasons of economy. He was the lucky, or unlucky, companion who was deputed to be first. His inexperience, combined with the encouraging comments of his friends through the closed door, ensured his lack of success and his subsequent impotence.
and financially successful. Cultural elements are important because the greater the demand for male excellence in perfor mance the higher is the rate of secondary impotence. Overwork, physical and mental strain, and alcoholic episodes are usually found when the analysis of the problem takes one back to its origin. Frequently there has been marital disharmony for some time, perhaps connected with business problems, perhaps going back further. Certainly it is common to find that premature ejaculation and failure of the wife to achieve orgasm over many years has been a feature of the marriage. Probably because of the underlying disharmony the results of failure to achieve erection are magnified. Anxiety to avoid further failure makes it only more likely, and if the help of alcohol is sought further failure is virtually assured. The more frequent the failure the more critical the partner, and the worse the situation becomes. Compounding the difficulty is often a wife's fear of her hus band's infidelity, and in some circumstances his own seeking of reassurance about his sexual abilities outside marriage.
In spite of the daunting nature of these problems, secondary impotence of this type can almost always be dealt with. Analysis of the problem with the couple, resolution of their underlying fears, shedding of business cares at least for a time, and above aU the discouragement of the man from a constant analysis of his performance offer the real prospect of restored potency and marital happiness. Transfer to Corozal, in the north of Belize, whetted Gann's appetite for Maya ruins; in an article in the same Journal of the Society of Antiquaries for 1896-7 he reported that by then he had opened between 50 and 60 mounds. Gann of course had had no archaeological training, and that showed itself in his failure to keep adequate notes of his excavations and even to oversee the labourers (often he would go to the dig only at noon and sundown to collect the finds). Consequently, much in portant information was not recorded. But Gann reflected the attitude of his period, which regarded excavation as the retrieval of works of art or "curios," not as a means of recovering history. Moreover, archaeological techniques now taken for granted were then unknown. Potsherd stratification, today indispensable, came into use in the New World nearly three decades after Gann had opened his mounds. Similarly, no one then bothered to keep charcoal, for the discovery of carbon-14 dating lay far in the future.
On the other hand if Gann had not opened those mounds looters would have done so, or the mounds would have been bulldozed to supply road metal or to level land for plantations, fates which have befallen so many archaeological sites in Belize and elsewhere.
In his early years in Belize Gann was also at the disadvantage Of being very much on his own. Nevertheless, his report of 1900 on his discoveries at Santa Rita, discussed below, shows that he already had a good acquitance with the authorities in Spanish and English then available, several of the books he cites being quite rare. Perhaps initially he did get advice from Maudslay, but he certainly studied his sources either before JOURNAL 28 JUNE 1975 743 going to Belize or when in England on leave, perhaps with the aid of a working library.
Pulverized Inscription
Soon after taking over as medical officer of the Corozal District, in the extreme north of the country, Gann made the most important discovery of his long career. The town of the same name had been settled nearly 40 years earlier by Spanish speaking mestizos fleeing from the Maya Indians in revolt against white rule in Yucatan; in the surrounding country were several Maya Indian villages. A mile or so from Corozal town, which then boasted a fort and small garrison as a protection against Maya raiders from across the border, was Santa Rita, a property of some 500 acres cleared some years earlier for growing sugar cane. Removal of the forest had disclosed between 40 and 50 ,ancient mounds.
By the time Gann came on the scene in 1894 a number of those mounds had been completely destroyed; the limestone rocks of the cores and the dressed stone of the facings had been carted off to build houses in Corozal. That is a process with which the world is only too familiar: Roman villas robbed to build St. Albans Abbey; suppressed abbeys pulled down to build the stately homes of Henry VIII's henchmen, and so on. There are good grounds for believing that Santa Rita was part of the site of Chetumal, capital of the Maya province of that name which flourished at the time of the Spanish conquest. It was a wealthy town, for it controlled the export to Yucatan and perhaps to Central Mexico of huge quantities of cacao (choco late) beans, for the cacao bean was the currency of all Middle America. Whatever group held territory with the precise degrees of heat and humidity needed for its cultivation was in the happy position of having money that grows on trees. Just as the British once established their "factories" in China and India, so the aggressive seagoing group of Maya, the Putun Maya, with strong mercantile interests had settled at Chetumal to control the cacao trade.
Gann uncovered one building at Santa Rita inside a later construction. The covering of one building by a larger and later one was a regular feature of the Maya "bigger and better" attitude. What made this example of extraordinary interest was that the outside walls of the inner building had been completely covered with figures painted in red, yellow, blue, green, black, and white, a large number of which were in fair to good con dition. Maya murals are rare; these had the added importance of being the only examples of a vivacious blending of Maya and non-Maya motifs surely attributable to those Argonauts of the Caribbean, the Putun Maya.
Unfortunately, as it turned out, the east wall was first laid bare. When its mural unexpectedly came to light no tracing paper was to be had in Corozal. Gann was forced to copy the painted design with an improvised and far from satisfactory substitute, oiled paper. The consequent delays were fatal (the old paddle steamer Egerton arrived weekly from Belize). With only about half the outline crudely traced, mischievous Indians one night removed the whole of the stucco surface. The Maya Indians were said to have ground this up and used it in water as a sovereign cure for unspecified ailments.
Most unfortunately a long hieroglyphic inscription occupied half the destroyed surface, a tragic loss, for not a single hiero glyphic text of that late period has survived. We are dependent for knowledge of the writing of that period on short divinatory passages in a couple of Maya books. One wonders whether Gann saw the irony of his great discovery being carted off to make medicine for his rivals, the local witch doctors. I doubt whether he did, for he was liable to fits of uncontrollable temper which sorted ill with philosophical acquiescence.
Collection of Jades
Gann was not caught out again. He uncovered and copied on good tracing paper the remaining figures on the north and west walls one by one, partly because they faded rapidly on exposure to sunlight, but partly no doubt to ensure they were not converted into products of the Maya pharmacy. Gann's publication of the murals-Mounds in Northern Honduras-was and is an outstanding contribution to Maya studies.
His medical practice brought Gann into close contact with the present-day Maya. An important outcome was that he was able to procure a Maya text of the great rain-making ceremony called ch'achac, "summon the rain gods," performed in times of drought. Such texts have been recorded more recently in other parts of the Maya area, but the early Gann version has important details lacking in others.
In 1918 It is not the approach of the present-day archaeologist, often more interested in finds that reconstruct economic history, but it would be a poorer world were there not room for both "schools." After all, Gann's fellow Whit stablean, Somerset Maugham, collected Zoffanys.
